January 20, 1970 

Dear Harold, (cc; GRS) 

Your two mailings of l/l6 received. 

The page I sent you on Barbara Brooke is indeed CD 7» p. 770, as verified 
by the index. It is on the FBI’s "withheld" list; that is why you asked me for 
a copy. Gary got this some time ago. Before we try devious tricks to get 
withheld pages, especially in CD 7, we should make sure that the original 
withholding list still applies. 

Copy of Sahl's FreeP interviews enclosed. Also, CD 87 , SS 516, pp. 1-2 on 
John Edward Joyner. (American Nazi Party; arrested 12/7 for' parading at the 
assassination site to call attention to the Commie plot. SS knew on 12/5 that 
he was on his way to Dallas , and notified the DPD. ) 

I think we understand each other on the Brener book. A couple of factual 
points; the references to "Brock" and "Brett" Wall are quotations, so the 
discrepancy and/or error means nothing, I think. On the probability of two 
numbers in the notebooks being the same (19106): the result is surprising. If 
you select 100 numbers of up to 5 digits at random, the probability that at least 
two will be the same is about 5$ - not much, but large enoughto rule out the 
claim that it would be nearly impossible as a coincidence. (If you want to check 
this (GRS?), the probability that all 100 numbers are different is P = (l)(l-x)(l- 
2x)(l-3x)...(l-98x)(l-99x), where x = 1/100,000 = the probability that 

the number being chosen is identical to a specific one of those already chosen.) 

If we go to a list of 200 5-digit numbers, the probabilty of getting a match is 
about 20$, and, for 300 numbers, about 50$ II The fact that this seems strange is 
the basis for a "sure bet" I read about somewhere; if you have 30 or more people 
Sfe together it is a pretty safe bet that at least two of them have the same birthday 
(month and date) . I decided a long time ago not to try to explain this in any 
detail to Garrison's people. On Speisel, I would not put it past JG to help him 
find out where Shaw's property was, so I wouldn't take his identification of the 
location of the party seriously. 

On Bobby keeping track of the critics; remember that one of Vince's early 
TM0 articles got a rather warm letter to the editor from Mankiewitz? Struck us 
all as odd, maybe significant, at the time. TMO was certainly not the kind of 
magazine Bobby could safely praise. 

The 5 copies of both parts of COUP will go off today. I replaced the missing 
pages in the microfilm copy. You say you need one copy of PM (both parts?); I will 
make at least one for you. Does that cover the person who offered $25 for it? 
Possible further distribution; Bud, Sylvia, John N., Don Olson? 

My understanding of the "educational materials" rate is that it covers movies 
for classroom use, visual aids, and the like, I am told here that, e.g. , loose 
CD’s are not covered. One possible solution would be to make a shipment into 
a "permanently bound book" by adding a title page and stapling or binding it; I don't 
think that the regulations require copyright. I will get a copy of the regulations 
on this. Regular 4th class rates are pretty high. 

I understand that you don't have time to check out the Navy-related files, 
but if you or Bud could spend a r~ z r n couple of zmmm if digging up the correspondence 
and other non-CD files and get a copy made for me:/ without going over them, I think 
it would pay. If I ordered blind I would get hundreds of pages I already have - e.g., 
the Folsom Exhibit. My intuition tells me this angle has importance, probably well 
hidden in the files. 

On CD 75, I just don't have time to work on this myself . I will ask Jim to 
dig up what we did long ago (and may have sent you) and put it in clear form. It 
might help if you identify any of the names you know on the Ferrie pages which are 
not generally familiar. It is not clear to me what you would want on a card file. 

Yes, NR means no reference in the index. We will order pages 249 and 340, as you 
suggest . 

Some cautions: this cross-index was done rather hastily; there are errors. 

Both you and N.O. have the index itself, which should be checked before any use is 
made of the cross-index. If Moo shows any interest, please emphasize this to him. 
Also, remember that a Ferrie-Oswald connection is not what they are trying to prove. 
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It is my impression that ^ the pages in CD 75 are more disorganized 
than is typical, so the fact that certain withheld pages are adjacfent may 
not always mean that they are related. It also seems to me that more is 
withheld from this file than from others where, say, homosexuality and wild 
allega tion s are involved. One possibility is that there ig more in this 
files mfm another is that the decision on what to withhold was made at least 
in part by the agent who c_E 2 compiled the CD - in this case, DeBrueys - and 
that he had reason of his own to keep the Ferris business from being public. 

Jim and I have cross-indexed most of &r£? the withheld pages in CD's with 
indexes, but this is not in copyable form. At the .. moment I will ask 
Jim to concentrate on pages relating to Ferrie and his associates. 

Presumably the Archives would let you see the Ferrie name file (the available 
part) now, and they might list the presently withheld pages for you. I don't 
see how they can refuse the former. Had they stopped making name files by the 
time CD 405, which has several Ferrie pages (as we have sent you), was received? 

In my letter on Quiroga, I asked for two pages since I already knew r-tmyr what 
they were about. This was not based on the Freedom of Info Act, but on the 
letter setting up the Guidelines and other declassification procedures. It does 
not provide for release of material already public, as you may have misread my 
letter, but only material already "verbatim or in substance” in the published 
records of the Commission. It is not really true, as I said, that the material 
I * cited from Bringuier's book is essentially in fesx his testimony/. There are 
differences. I didn't seriously expect to get anything with that request, but 
we shall see. 


Sincerely, 

0*1 



